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Attachment 6 - SMARTER Balaticed Assessment MOU

STATE OF IOWA

“TERRY BRANSTAD, GOVERNOR - _ ' DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Fields of Opportunities

KIM REYNOLDS, LT. GOVERNOR : _ ' JASON E. GLASS, DIRECTOR

~ June 1, 2011

Carol Whang

WestEd

730 Harrison Street

San Francisco, CA 94107-1242

Dear Ms. Whang:

The State of towa would like to request a role change in the Smarter Balanced Assessment -
Consortium from an Advison) State to a Governing State. As a state, we want to be more
involved in the development of a new generation assessment sysfem that will support ongoing
mprovements in instruction and learning. We have also adopted the Common Core Standards
which are now known as our lowa Core Standards. Our new Governor, State Board Chalrperscn
and State Director of Education believe this is the right time for lowa to be involved in building a
system of formative, interim, and summative assessments, organized around the Common Core
Standards.

Sincerely,

Térry E. Branstad )

' Governor of lowa
Rosie Hussey W
 State Board of Educatton Prasident

son E. Glass
~ State Director of Education

Grimes State Office Buildiﬁg - 400 E 14th St~ Des Moines IA 50319-0145

PHONE (515) 281-5294 FAX (515) 242-5988

www.iowa.gov/educate
Champromng Excellence for all Iowa Students through Leadership and Service
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SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium MOU

~ Memorandum of Understanding
SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium

Race to the Top Fund Assessment Program: Comprehensive Assessment

Systems Grant Application
CFDA Number: 84.3958

This Memorandum of Unders%anding (“MOU”) is entered as 6f June 3, 2010, by and between
the SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium (the “Consortium”} and the State of IOWA,
which has elected to participate in the Consortium as {check one)

X An Advisory State (description in section e),
OR
A Governing State (descriptior& in section e),

pursuant to the Notice Inviting Applications for the Race to the Top Fund Assessment Program
for the Comprehensive Assessment Systems Grant Application (Category A), henceforth

referred to as the “Program,” as published in the Federal Register on April 9, 2010 (75 FR
18171-18185. ' '

The purpose of this MOU is to

{(a) Describe the Consortium vision and principles,
(b) Detail the responsibilities of States in the Consortium,
(c) Detail the responsibilities of the Consorttium,
{d} Describe the management of Consortium funds,
(e) Describe the governance structure and activities of States in the Consortium,
(f) Describe State entrance, exit, and status change, '
(g) Describe a plan for identifying existing State barriers, and .
{h} Bind each State in the Consortium to every statement and assurance made in the
application through the following signature blocks: -
{i{A) Advisory State Assurance
OR
(i}{B) Governing State Assurance
AND
(ii) State Procurement Officer

. May 14, 2010
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~ SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium MOU

(a) Consortium Vision and Principles

The Consortium’s priorities for a new generation assessment system are rooted in a concern for
the valid, reliable, and fair assessment of the deep disciplinary understanding and highér-order
thinking skills that are increasingly demanded by a knowledge-based economy. These priorities
are also rooted in a belief that assessment must support ongoing improvements in instruction
and learning, and must be useful for all members of the educational enterprise: students, -
parenfs, teachers, school administrators, members of the public, and policymakers.

The Consortium intends to build a flexible system of assessment based upon the Common Core
Standards in English language arts and mathematics with the intent that all students across this
Consortium of States will know their progress toward college and career readiness.

The Consortium recognizes the need for a system of formative, interim, and summative

‘ assessmehts-—-organized around the Common Core Standards—that support high-quality
learning, the demands of accountability, and that balance concerns for innovative assessment |
with the need for a fi scal'ly sustainable system that is feasible to implement. The efforts of the
Consortium will be orgamzed to accomplish these goals.

The comprehensive assessment system developed by the Consortrum will include the followmg
key'elements and principles: .

1. A Comprehensive Assessment System that will be grounded in a thoughtfully integra"‘ced'
learning system of standards, curriculum, assessment, instruction and teacher
development that will inform decision-making by mcludmg formative strategies, interim
assessments, and summative assessments.

2, The assessment system will measure the full range of the Common Core Standards
including those that measure higher-order skills and will inform progress toward and
acquisition of readiness for higher education and multiple work domains. The system
will emphasize deep knowledge of core concepts within and across the disciplines,
problem solving, analysis, synthesis, and critical thinking.

3. Teachers will be involved in the design, development, and scoring of assessment items
and tasks. Teachers will participate in the alignment of the Common Core Standards and
the identification of the standards in the local curriculum.

4. Technology will be used to enable adaptive technologies to better measure student
abilities across the full spectrum of student perfor_marice’ and evaluate growth in .
learning; to support online simulation tasks that test higher-order abilities; to score the
results; and to deliver the responses to trained scorers/teachers to access from an

May 14, 2010 . 2
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electronic platform. Technology applications will be designed to maximize
interoperability across user platforms, and will utilize open-source development to the

- greatest extent possible.

A sophisticated design will yield scores to support evaluations of student growth, as well
as school, teacher, and principal effectiveness in an efficient manner.

On-demand and curriculum- embedded assessments will be incorporated over time to
allow teachers to see where students are on multiple dimensions of learnmg and to
strategically support their progress.

All components of the system will incorporate principles of Universal Design that seek to
remove construct-irrelevant aspects of tasks that could increase barriers for non-native
English speakers and students with other specific learning needs.

Optional components will allow States flexibility to meet their individual needs.

(b) Responsibilities of States Ain the Consortium

Each State agrees to the following element of the Consortium’s Assessment System:

Adopt the Common Core Standards, which are college- and 'career-re.ady standards, and
to which the Consortium’s assessment system will be aligned, no later than December
31, 2011,

Each State that is a member of the Consortium in 2014-2015 also agrees to the following:

* & o 9

Adopt common achievement standards no later than the 2014-2015 school year,
Fuily implement statewide the Consortium summative assessment in grades 3-8 and
high school for both mathematics and English ianguage arts no later than the 2014~
2015 school year,

Adhere to the governance as outlined in this document,

Agree to support the decisions of the Consortium,

“Agree to follow agreed-upon timelines,

Be willing to participate in the decnsion making process and, if a Governing State, f nal
decision, and '

Identify and implement a plan to address barriers in State law, statute, regu!atnon, or
policy to implementing the proposed assessment system and to addressing any such

barriers prior to full implementation of the summative assessment components'of the
system.

May 14, 2010 - . 3
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(c) Responsibilities of the Consortium

The Consortium will provide the following by the 2014-15 school year:

1.

A comprehensively designed assessment system that includes a strategic use of a variety
of item types and performance-assessments of modest scope to assess the full range of
the Common Core Standards with an emphasus on problem solving, analysis, synthesus,
and critical thinking,

An assessment system that incorporates a required summative assessment with
optional formative/benchmark components which provides accurate assessment of all
students (as defined in the Federal notice_) including students with disabilities, English
learners, and low- and high-performing students.

Except as described above, a summative assessment that will be administered-as a
computer adaptive assessment and include a minimum of 1-2 performance
assessments of modest scope.

Psychonietri'caiiy sound scaling and equating procedures based on a combination of

_objectively scored items, constructed-response items, and a modest number of

performance tasks of limited scope {e.g., no. more than a few days to complete).

Reliable, valid, and fair scores for students and groups that can be used to evaluate
student achievement and year-to-year growth; determine school/district/state
effectiveness for Title | ESEA; and better understand the effectiveness and professional
deveiopment needs of teachers and principals,

Achievement standards and achievement levei descriptors that are mtemattonallv
benchmarked.

' Access for the State or its authorized delegate to a secure item and task bank that

includes psychometric attributes required to score the assessment in a comparable
manner with other State members, and access to other applications determmed to be
essential to the implementation of the system.

8. Online administration with limited support for paper-and-pencil administration through
' the end of the 2016~17 school year. States using the paper-and-pencil option will be
responsible for any unique costs associated with the development and administration of
the paper-and-penci! assessments. |

May 14, 2010 | | __ 4
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10.

11.

Formative assessment tools and supports that are developed to support curricular goals,
which include learning progressions, and that link evidence of student competencies to
the summative system.

Professional development focused on curriculum and lesson development as well as

scoring and examination of student work.

A representative govefnance structure that ensures a strong voice for State
administrators, policymakers, school practitioners, and technical advisors to ensure an

~ optimum balance of assessment quality, efficiency, costs, and time. The governance

12,

13.

14,

15.

body will be responsible for implementing plans that are consistent with this MOU, but
may make changes as necessary through a formal adoption process.

Through at least the 2013-14 school year, a Project Management Partner (PMP) that
will manage the logistics and planning on behalf of the Consortium and that will monitor
for the U.S. Department of Education the progress of deliverables of the proposal. The
proposed PMP will be identified no fater than August 4, 2010, '

By September 1, 2014, a financial plan will be approved by the Governing States that will
ensure the Consortium is efficient, effective, and sustainable. The plan will include as
revenue at a minimum, State contributions, federal grants, and private donations and

- fees to non-State members as allowable by the U.S. Department of Education.

A consolidated data reporting system that enhances parent, student, teacher, principal,
district, and State understanding of student progress toward college- and career-
readiness.

Throughout the 201314 school year, access to an online test administration
application; student constructed-response scoring application and secure test
administration browsers that can be used by the Total State Membership to administer
the assessment. The Consortium will procure resources necessary to develop and field
test the system. However, States will be responsible for any hardware and vendor
services necessary to implement the operational assessment. Based on a review of
options and the finance plan, the Consortium may elect to jointly procure these services
on behalf of the Total State Membership.

May 14, 2010 _ 5
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